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Open to everyone

Volcanic radiative forcmg of climate:
past and future
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A captivating seminar on the impact of volcanic eruptions on Earth's climate from
Professor Anja Schmidt (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Germany).
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Professor Anja Schmidt

Anja Schmidt is a Professor of Climate Modelling at LMU Munich and

~ Head of the Earth System Modelling Department at the German
Aerospace Centre (DLR).

Anja’s work focuses on developing and improving climate models to
better understand how volcanic eruptions and human activities influence
the Earth System. After completing her PhD in 2011 at the University of

Leeds—where she was one of the first students to bridge volcanology and
atmospheric science across departments—Anja held a tenure-track position at Leeds and later became an
Interdisciplinary Lecturer at the University of Cambridge. As a PhD student, Anja collaborated with
volcanologists, atmospheric scientists, and epidemiologists, with research spanning the impacts of volcanic
eruptions on air quality, aircraft hazards, and both modern and ancient climates. In 2022, Anja moved back
to Germany to take up positions at LMU and DLR.

Anja has built a career at the intersection of volcanology, atmospheric science, and geohazards, and
remains eager to participate in fieldwork or bridge connections across disciplines. Shortly after finishing
her PhD, Anja began advising the UK Government on volcanic hazards and risks as a member of the UK
Government Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). This work has had a direct impact on
shaping government policies. Anja has also contributed to key international assessments of climate change
and ozone.
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